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CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, NEWTON
The Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost
October 25, 2026 8:00 & 10:00 am

*omitted at 8:00 am

As we prepare our hearts and minds for worship, please keep conversations to a minimum.
*Prelude Prelude on ‘Brother James’ Air’ lan Higginson
*Hymn in Procession #517  How lovely is thy dwelling place Brother James’ Air

Opening Acclamation

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity;
and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The First Lesson Leviticus 19:1-2,15-18
The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and
say to them: You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy. You shall not render an
unjust judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great: with justice you
shall judge your neighbor. You shall not go around as a slanderer among your people, and
you shall not profit by the blood of your neighbor: I am the Lord. You shall not hate in
your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove your neighbor, or you will incur guilt
yourself. You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people, but you
shall love your neighbor as yourself: [ am the Lord.

Reader The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 1 8 am: said responsively; 10 am: led by the choir
O

Hap-py are they whose de-light is in the law of the Lord.

1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, *
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
2 Their delight is in the law of the Lord, *
and they meditate on his law day and night. [ANTIPHON]
3 They are like trees planted by streams of water,
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; *
everything they do shall prosper.



4 It is not so with the wicked; *

they are like chaff which the wind blows away. [ANTIPHON]
5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, *

nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.
6 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, *

but the way of the wicked is doomed. [ANTIPHON]
The Second Lesson 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, but
though we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know,
we had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great
opposition. For our appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, but
just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the message of the gospel, even
so we speak, not to please mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts. As you know
and as God is our witness, we never came with words of flattery or with a pretext for greed;
nor did we seek praise from mortals, whether from you or from others, though we might
have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nurse
tenderly caring for her own children. So deeply do we care for you that we are determined
to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have
become very dear to us.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
*Sequence Hymn #680 O God, our help in ages past St. Anne

*The Gospel Acclamation
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Clergy The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Holy Gospel Matthew 22:34-46
When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together,
and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which
commandment in the law is the greatest!” He said to him, “’You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest
and first commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’
On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” Now while the Pharisees
were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: “What do you think of the
Messiah? Whose son is he!?” They said to him, “The son of David.” He said to them, “How
is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at
my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet”’? If David thus calls him Lord,
how can he be his son?” No one was able to give him an answer, nor from that day did
anyone dare to ask him any more questions.

Clergy The Gospel of the Lord.

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Chris Streeter, Rector
The Nicene Creed Please stand.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People Please stand or kneel
Confident in God’s steadfast love through Jesus Christ and guided by the Holy Spirit, let
us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

Gracious God, we give you thanks for the life you have given us and for the love and care
that surrounds us on every side. Help our eyes open to the beauty of your good creation
which we can so easily take for granted.

Gracious and generous God, hear our prayer.

We pray for the nations of the world and for those elected to govern and lead us. Keep
them ever mindful of the needs of those whom they have been called to serve. We pray for
a peaceable end to conflict in all nations, and for the inhabitants of all war-torn countries.
Gracious and generous God, hear our prayer.

We give thanks for this parish and the joyful witness of its people. Guide us as we engage
in ministries which demand our best efforts and reflect your love to the world. We rejoice
with those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this week. Bless them, and make them a
blessing to others.

Gracious and generous God, hear our prayer.

We pray for all who are ill, including those on our prayer list, those in our hearts, and
those whose suffering is known to you alone. Be with doctors, nurses and all care partners,
that through their ministries the health of your people may be strengthened and your
creation glorified.

Gracious and generous God, hear our prayer.

We pray for all those whom we love, but see no longer, including Sarah Joan Brandt, in
whose memory the flowers are given this morning. Grant to them eternal rest. Let light
perpetual shine upon them.

Gracious and generous God, hear our prayer.



Every day we stand in the shade of trees we did not plant. We live in houses we did not
build. We live in a body with a mind and a spirit that we did not choose or create.

O God, let us never take for granted the many blessings you have freely bestowed upon us.
Gracious and generous God, hear our prayer.

The Celebrant adds this concluding prayer

Good and gracious God, you call us to be disciples carrying out your mission. Transform
us through the power of your Spirit. Open our hearts to acknowledge your many blessings,
to use your gifts wisely, to share generously, to serve joyfully, to live responsibly, to be a gift
to others. All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Confession of Sin & Absolution
Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
A period of silence is kept, ended by the Celebrant.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry
and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
Name. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Welcome & Announcements

To make a donation or to pay your pledge online,

please visit www.christchurchnewton.org
and click on the “Make a Contribution” tab.

Scan the QR Code with your phone

and you will be directed to our online giving portal.




*Offertory Anthem As the Bridegroom to his Chosen John Rutter
John Beasley, soloist

As the bridegroom to his chosen As the fountain in the garden As the music at the banquet
As the king unto his realm As the candle in the dark As the stamp unto the seal
As the keeper to the castle As the treasure in the coffer As refreshment to the fainting

As the pilot to the helm As the manna in the ark As the wine-cup at the meal
As the captain to his soldiers As the firelight in the winter As the singing on the feast-day
As the shepherd to his lambs As the sunlight in the spring As the amen to the prayer

So, Lord, art thou to me So, Lord, art thou to me So, Lord, art thou to me

As the ruby in the setting; As the honey in the comb; As the light within the lantern; As the father in the home
As the eagle in the mountains; As the sparrow in the nest; So, Lord, art thou to me

- John Tauler (1300-1361); tr. E. F. Bevan
*The Doxology Hymnal #380, vs 3

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him all creatures here below.
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

The Holy Communion

Eucharistic Prayer A
b Celebrant People
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Celebrant People
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For you are the source of light and life, you made
us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord.
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus and Benedictus 8 am: spoken
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

10 am: S-130 (Schubert)
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

Celebrant  Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and,
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent
Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one
of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the
cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Celebrant
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Celebrant and People

Christ has died. Christ is ris - en. Christ  will come a - gain.



Celebrant  We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you
these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that
we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace;
and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father,
nowandfor ¢ e o e 5 2
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The Lord’s Prayer

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Fraction
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.
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There-fore let us keep the feast. Al-le-lu - ia.

All are welcome at God’s Table

Please come forward, at the direction of the ushers. The bread is received in the open palm.
Gluten-free wafers are available by asking the priest.
The wine, if desired, may be taken from the common cup by drinking
(placing your hand gently on the base of the chalice to guide it).
If you do not wish to receive communion, you may cross your arms over your chest
and receive a blessing from the priest.
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*Communion Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love Maureen Howell

*Communion Anthem Praise the Lord! Natalie Sleeth
Junior Choir

Praise the Lord with the sound of trumpet, Praise the Lord with the crashing cymbal,
praise the Lord with the harp and lute, praise the Lord with pipe and string,
praise the Lord with the gentle-sounding flute. praise the Lord with the joyful songs you sing.
Praise the Lord in the field and forest, Praise the Lord in the field and forest,
praise the Lord in the city square, praise the Lord on a Sunday noon,
praise the Lord anytime and anywhere. praise the Lord by the light of sun or moon.
Praise the Lord in the wind and sunshine, Praise the Lord in the time of sorrow,
praise the Lord in the dark of night, praise the Lord in the time of joy,
praise the Lord in the rain or snow, praise the Lord every moment,
or in the morning light. nothing let your praise destroy.
Praise the Lord in the deepest valley, Praise the Lord in the peace and quiet,
praise the Lord on the highest hill, Praise the Lord in your work and play,
praise the Lord, never let your voice be still. Praise the Lord everywhere in every way!
*Communion Hymn #336 Come with us, O blessed Jesus Werde munter
Thanksgiving after Communion Please stand or kneel
Celebrant Let us pray.
People Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in
the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
*Closing Hymn #551 Rise up, ye saints of God! Festal Song

The Dismissal
Clergy Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia.
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.
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*The Voluntary Al Post Communio Domenico Zipoli

Prelude on Brother James Air ©2020 Sacred Music Press
As the Bridegroom to his chosen ©@1989 Oxford University Press
Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love ©2023 Hope Publishing
Praise the Lord! ©1975 Hinshaw Music
** Music reprinted & livestreamed/podcast with permission under One License #A-139101.

All rights reserved. Hymn and service music reprint permission by Rite Song®, a reprint license for congregational use.

Serving in God’s House Today

8:00 am 10:00 am

Lector: Walter Thies Crucifer: Josh Szelesta

L.E.M: Andy Van Orden Lectors: Katie Reilly, Beth Batastini
Usher: Mike Ragsdale Prayers: Patricia Taggert

L.E.M.: Pauline Josephs
Altar Guild: Judy Tregellas, Luz Quintero Ushers: Randall Kurie, Diana Riker

Christ Church Praver List
We offer our prayers for those who are ill, including:
Amy, Ann, Antonia, Arlene, Betty, Bill, Brenda, Brian, Carolyn, Carolyne,
Christie, Cindy, Dan, Daryl, David, Deanna, Derek, Ed, Elaine, Elaine, Emily,
Erin, Gary, Grace, Harry, Helise, Holly, Jack, Jason, Jay, Jerry, Joe, John, Joyce,
Kate, Lindsay, Lisa, Lynn, Madeline, Mary, Mary, Michael, Mike, Paul, Peggy,
Richard, Ryan, Sharon, Shawna, Shelagh, Stacy, Sue, Suzanne, Thomas, Tracy.

We offer our prayers for those serving in the armed forces, including:
Angel, Dean, Jonathan, Michael, Robert

We rejoice with those celebrating birthdays this week, including:
Deborah Mello, Chris Streeter, (October 25)
Sage Grover, (October 28)
Cindy Kirby, Ginny Smith, (October 30)

We rejoice with those celebrating anniversaries this week, including:
Bob & Dawn Charlton, (October 26)
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The Altar Flowers this morning are given to the Glory of God
and in loving remembrance of Sarah Joan Brandt.

. We want to be praying with you! ;
! Please contact the church office to have names added or removed from our prayer list. !

gy -1

Annual Giving at Christ Church

Announcements & Events
Annual giving materials were distributed last week,

/
4 A
i and sent out in our weekly e-news. Packets and pledge

\o/ <R
)A( I\‘ ‘ ' cards can be found in the back of the church.

g We ask you to prayerfully consider making a pledge of
G IVE Serve financial commitment to Christ Church for 2027,

. and return a completed pledge card
by Sunday, November 22.
“You can develop a healthy, robust community
that lives right with God and enjoy its results

A‘ttend G‘ row only if you do the hard work of getting along with each other,
treating each other with dignity and honor.” James 3:18 (MSG)

All Souls Requiem Mass
Next Sunday, November 1
4:00 pm
Fauré Requiem with Orchestra

Join us in the afternoon
next Sunday, November 1
as we give thanks to God for all the
blessed souls who now dwell in heaven.

Our talented choir will offer Requiem by Gabriel Fauré,
featuring orchestra and soloists. A festive reception will follow.
Consider inviting friends to come hear this beautiful work in our sacred space.
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Adult Formation Series: Being Christian

Four Wednesday Evenings ROWAN WILLIAMS

Starting this Wednesday, October 28
7:00-8:00 pm in Holley Hall

What does it actually mean to be Christian?
Not as a set of ideas to agree with,
but as a hfe shaped by fOUI' simple things: BAPTISM, B|BLE, EUCHARIST, PRAYER

baptism, the Bible, the Eucharist, and prayer.

This fall we will read Being Christian by Rowan Williams, former Archbishop of
Canterbury, and talk together about the practices at the heart of our common life.
Williams writes with warmth and clarity, and the book is short enough to read a chapter a
week without adding stress to your evenings. Whether these topics are brand new to you or
you have been hearing them in church for decades, there is more here than any of us has
finished discovering. Come for the conversation, the questions, and the joy of learning
alongside one another. All are welcome. Books at no cost are available in the parish office
or at the first session. For more information, please speak with Rev. Tricia Lyons.

Contemplative Prayer Group
This Wednesday, October 28 at 6:30 pm

CONTEMPLATIVE e monthly Contemplative Prayer Group will meet

this Wednesday evening at 6:30 pm, preceding our
Adult Formation program. For more information,
please speak with Diana Greene.

New Member Classes with Father Chris
Sunday, November 8 & 15
11:30 am in the Church Parlor

New to Christ Church? Join Chris for two sessions after
our 10 am service for an overview of the Episcopal
Church and to learn more about our special parish.
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Annual Stewardship Dinner
Friday, November 20 at 5:30 pm

Bring a favorite entrée or dessert to share.
Prizes awarded for best dishes!
During our dinner, our Christ Church in
Stiches group will hold a Silent Auction, with
proceeds supporting Christ Church programs!

Violin & Piano Recital featuring our own Diana Greene
Sunday, November 22 at 4:00 pm

Join us for a recital featuring Nicholas Currie on violin
and our own Diana Greene on piano.
Invite family and friends to enjoy an afternoon of incredible music at Christ Church.

Christ Church Staff & Leadership

The Rt. Rev. Carlye J. Hughes, 11" Bishop of Newark

The Rev. Christopher M. Streeter, Rector cstreeter@christchurchnewton.org
585-730-0904: pastoral emergencies

The Rev. Dr. Patricia Lyons, Associate Priest The Rev. Candace Sandfort
& The Rev. Jeanette Hile, Assisting Clergy

Geri Livengood & Mary Ann Risley, Wardens  Jon Sinclair, Director of Parish Ministries
Joseph Mello, Director of Music/Choirmaster Diana Greene, Organist
Deborah Mello, Youth Choir The Rev. Jenny Streeter, Director of Christian Formation

Sue Mittelstadt, Children’s Ministry Luz Quintero, Sexton

Staff can be contacted through the Parish Office:
62 Main Street, Newton, NJ 07860
Phone: (973) 383-2245; Email: office@christchurchnewton.org




