Christ Episcopal Church, Newton
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ALLELUIA! CHRIST IS RISEN!

Easter Day: The Sunday of the Resurrection
Sunday, April 5, 2026
10:00 am



WELCOME

On behalf of the Vestry and People of Christ Church, I welcome you on this most joyous day
in the life of our community. We are so glad you are here to worship with us!

Today we join with Christians in every corner of the world to proclaim the good news of the
Resurrection of Jesus Christ. We celebrate an event which changed the course of human
history. The rising of Jesus from the grave shatters the threat and finality of death, and reminds
us that with God, all things are possible. On this day we lift our voices in songs of praise,
rejoicing in the hope and promise of eternal life.

[ hope that this happy morning offers you the chance to connect more deeply with God, with
those around you and with your own best self. I invite you to enter fully into our liturgy
through the readings, prayers and uplifting Easter hymns. I pray that you will find your spirit
renewed and your soul nourished through the joyful worship we offer here in Christ’s name.

Welcome to Easter morning!

Peace to you,

SUNDAY

The beautiful cover art was made by Christ Church parishioner Maureen Slamer



Prelude

Hymn in Procession

Voluntary on Three Easter Hymns

Jesus Christ is Risen Today

Charles Callahan

Easter Hymn
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1 Je - sus Christ is risen to - day, Al = le - lu - ia!
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Al - le - lu - ial
3 But the pains which he en-dured, Al - le - lu - ial
4 Sing we to our God a - bove Al - le - lu - ial
A B R S —
Q | | v | Py
P
\_/
—+ A |
\J I I Il T T I | | T — | ]
Eﬁ:‘ P — J ] I — —g ' T t |
®— P —
™
S— N—
rrrororpt AP ey
. \_/ .
our tri - um - phant ho - ly day, Al E le - lu - ial
un - to Christ, our heaven - ly King, Al - le - lu - ial
our sal - va - tion have pro - cured; Al - le - lu - ial
praise e - ter - nal as his love; Al - le - lu - ial
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who did once up - on the cross, Al - le - lu - ial
who en - dured the cross and grave, Al - le - lu - ial
now a - bove the sky he’s King, Al - le - lu - ial
praise him, all ye heaven -ly  host, Al - le - lu - ial
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suf - fer to re - deem our loss. Al - le - lu - ia!
sin - ners to re - deem and save. Al - le - lu - ial
where the an - gels ev - er sing. Al - le - lu - ial
Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost. Al - le - lu - ial
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Opening Acclamation

Celebrant Alleluia! Christ is risen.
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!
The Invitatory
Christ Is Risen: Alleluia! Ralph L. Grosvenor
The Collect for Purity
Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria in excelsis, Deo William Mathias
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peace to his peo - ple on earth. 2. Lord God, heaven - ly King, al -

might -y God and Fa-ther, we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we
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The Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray. Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame

death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of the
Lord's resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Congregation may please be seated.

The First Lesson Isaiah 25:69

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged
wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. And he will destroy on this
mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will swallow
up death forever. Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his
people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. It will be said on that day, Lo, this
is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the LORD for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.



Psalm 118: 14-17, 22-23 The congregation is invited to join in singing the antiphon.
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On this day the Lord has act-ed; we will re-joice and be glad in it.

14  The LORD is my strength and my song, *
and he has become my salvation.

15  There is a sound of exultation and victory *
in the tents of the righteous: [ANTIPHON]

16 “The right hand of the LORD has triumphed! *
the right hand of the LORD is exalted!
the right hand of the LORD has triumphed!”
17 I shall not die, but live, *
and declare the works of the LORD. [ANTIPHON]

22 The same stone which the builders rejected *
has become the chief cornerstone.

23 This is the LORD’S doing, *
and it is marvelous in our eyes. [ANTIPHON]

The Second Lesson Acts 10:34-43

Peter began to speak to Cornelius and the other Gentiles: “I truly understand that God shows no
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You
know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ-he is Lord of all. That
message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did
both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on
the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to
the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his
name.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.



Gradual Anthem Junior Choir

This is the Day Mark Burrows
This is the day that the Lord has made.  This is the day for worship, This is the day for sharing,
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. This is the day for song. This is the day for prayer,
A day to praise our gracious Lord A day to talk with one who listens,
Who loves us all life long. The one who'’s always there.
($ ldren’s dermon All children and youth are invited to join Father Chris at the altar.
Sequence Hymn Please stand
Welcome, Happy Morning! Fortunatus
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1 “Wel - come, hap - py morn-ing!” age to age shall say:
*2  FEarth her joy con - fess - es, cloth -ing her for spring,
*3 Months in due suc - ces-sion, days of length-ening light,
4 Ma - ker and Re - deem -er, life and health of all,
5 Thou, of life the au - thor, death didst un - der - go,
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1 hell to - day s van - quished, heaven is won to - day!
2 all fresh gifts re - turned with her re - turn - ing King:
3 hours and pass - ing mo - ments praise thee in their flight.
4 thou from heaven be - hold - ing hu - man na - ture’s fall,
5 tread the path of dark - ness, sav - ing strength to show;
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1 Lo! the dead is liv - ing, God for ev - er - more!
2 bloom in ev - ery mea - dow, leaves on ev - ery bough,
3 Bright-ness of the morn - ing, sky and fields and sea,
4 of the Fa - ther’s God - head true and on - ly Son,
5 come then, true and faith - ful, now ful - fill thy word,
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1 Him their true Cre - a - tor, all his works a - dore!
2 speak his sor - row end - ed, hail his tri - umph now.
3  Van - quish - er of dark - ness, bring their praise  to thee.
4 man -kind to de - liv - er, man-hood didst put on.
5 ’tis thine own third morn - ing! rise, O bur - ied Lord!
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6 Loose the souls long prisoned, bound with Satan’s chain;
all that now is fallen raise to life again;
show thy face in brightness, bid the nations see;
bring again our daylight: day returns with thee!

Refrain
The Gospel Acclamation
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Al-1le - lu- 1a, al - le-1lu-ia, al-le - lu - ial
Verse “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified *
He is not here; for he has been raised”.
Clergy The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
The Holy Gospel Matthew 28:1-10

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to
see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from
heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing
white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. But the angel said to the
women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he
has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He
has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’
This is my message for you.” So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his
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disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet,
and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee;
there they will see me.”

Clergy The Gospel of the Lord.

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Chris Streeter, Rector
The Nicene Creed Please stand

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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The Prayers of the People Please stand or kneel

Accept, O God, our thanks and praise on this Easter Day for raising Jesus Christ from the tomb.
We thank you for the gift of new life, a second chance, a fresh start, a clear morning.
Help us to accept the new life you offer to us. Risen Lord, hear our prayer.

O God, we give you thanks for this parish family and our worship together. May those who are visiting
today find their spirits refreshed by our worship and welcome. Risen Lord, hear our prayer.

Almighty God, bless the leaders of our land, that we may be a people at peace among ourselves and a
blessing to the other nations of the earth. Risen Lord, hear our prayer.

We pray for those in any need or trouble. We remember those who are ill, including those on our prayer
list, and the families, friends, and medical staff who care for them.  Risen Lord, hear our prayer.

We remember our troops stationed around the world and the inhabitants of all war-torn countries.
May we strive to end cycles of violence by modeling the care and compassion of Jesus.
Help us to be healers in a wounded world. Risen Lord, hear our prayer.

We remember those in whose memory the flowers are given today, and all others whom we love but see
no longer. In a moment of silence, let us pray for those who are dear to us.

A period of silence is kept.

In the rising of the sun and in its going down, we remember them. In the opening of buds and in the
rebirth of spring, we remember them. When we are weary and in need of strength, we remember them.
When we have joys we yearn to share, we remember them. Thank you, O God, for giving them to us, to
know and to love as companions on our earthly pilgrimage. Bless them and keep them, make your face to
shine upon them, and grant them peace.

Risen Lord, hear our prayer.

The Celebrant may add a concluding prayer.

The Peace

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Welcome & Announcements The Rev. Chris Streeter
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To make a donation or to pay your pledge online,
please wvisit www.christchurchnewton.org
and click on the “Make a Contribution” tab.

Scan the QR Code with your phone

and you will be directed to our online giving portal.

Offertory Anthem
Risen Today Dan Forrest
Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia! Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia!
Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia! Where, O death is now thy sting? Alleluia!
Raise your joys and triumphs high! Alleluia! Dying once, He all doth save, Alleluia!
Sing, ye heavens and earth reply: Alleluia! Where thy victory, O grave, Alleluia!
Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia! Soar we now where Christ has let! Alleluia!
Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia! Following or exalted Head! Alleluia!
Death in vain forbids Him rise! Alleluia! Made like Him, like Him we rise, Alleluia!
Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia! Ours the cross, the grave, the skies Alleluia!
- Charles Wesley
The Doxology Lasst uns Erfreuen

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below; Alleluia, Alleluia!
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

The Holy Communion - Eucharistic Prayer B

|, Celebrant People

T T~ LD, .
The Lord be  with you. And al-so with you.
Celebrant People

~ ~
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant W
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People ~
i—.:._—,:.\;__*—.:l:'___.\_/l__._e\_/,-—l—

It is right to give him thanks and praise.
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Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious
resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for
us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life
again he has won for us everlasting life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus & Benedictus William Mathias
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Celebrant We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to

us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from
evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of
sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,

“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
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The Memorial Acclamation
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rec - tion, We a - wait his com - ing in glo - ry.

Celebrant And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to

you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit
upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new
Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified
by the Holy Spirit.

In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly
country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of
our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty
Father, now and for —%—* @ ® 2 ¢ -

N—— ~

ev - er. A -men.

The Lord’s Prayer

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Fraction

L .
Celebrant V*._‘_D_.—._m‘_._a_L
Al - le - lu - ia. Christ our Pass - o - ver is sac - ri- ficed for us;
People L
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There-fore let us keep the feast. Al-le-lu - ia.
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All are welcome at God’s Table

Please come forward, at the direction of the ushers. The bread is received in the open palm. Gluten-free wafers are
available by asking the priest. The wine, if desired, may be taken from the common cup by drinking (placing your
hand gently on the base of the chalice to guide it). If you do not wish to receive communion, you may cross your arms
over your chest and receive a blessing from the priest.

Communion Solo [ Know That My Redeemer Liveth G.F. Handel
Shannah Yerofeyev, soprano

I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth.
And though worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God.
For now is Christ risen from the dead, the first fruits of them that sleep.

Communion Now the Green Blade Rises Daniel Burton

Communion Hymn The Strife is o’er! Victory
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5 Lord! by the stripes which wound - ed thee, from death’s dread
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Communion Anthem

When I survey the wondrous cross
on which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss, and
pour contempt on all my pride.

Forbid it Lord, that I should boast,
save in the death of Christ, my God!

All vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to His blood.

Post Communion Prayer
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When I Survey the Wondrous Cross

See, from His head, his hands, his feet,
sorrow and love flow mingled down!
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,

or thorns compose so rich a crown?

Were the whole realms of nature mine,
that were a present far too small;
love so amazing, so divine,

demands my soul, my life, my all. Amen.

Celebrant Let us pray.

Gilbert Martin

- Isaac Watts

Please stand or kneel

People Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Easter Blessing
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The Closing Hymn

He is risen! Unser Herrscher
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let the whole wide earth re - joice: death is  con - quered,
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The Dismissal

Clergy Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia.
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.
Voluntary
Fugato on Unser Herrscher Jens Korndérfer

Iy,
2 y
NN
He has risen - alleluia

Serving in God’s House Today

Thurifer Mark Hoyer
Crucifer Josh Szelesta
Lectors Beth Batastini

Matt Genung

Debbie Mello
Eucharistic Ministers Randy Kurie

Mary Ann Risley
Ushers Kurt Lutz

Nick Pachnos

Mike & Denise Streeter

Voluntary on Three Easter Hymns ©2015 MorningStar

Easter Call to Worship ©1963 Harold Flammer

This is the Day ©@2011 Choristers Guild

Risen Today ©2011 Beckenhorst Press

Now the Green Blade Rises ©2023 MorningStar; When I Survey the Wondrous Cross ©@1970 Theodore Presser

Toccata on Ellacombe ©2008 Lorengy Publications

** Music reprinted & livestreamed/podcast with permission under One License #A-139101. All rights reserved.
Hymn and service music reprint permission by Rite Song, a reprint license for congregational use.
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The Decorations on the Columbarium and in the Church are given to the Glory of God

By
Danise Tellefsen

In Memory of
Paul Pfeil

The Decorations on the Altar and in the Church are given to the Glory of God

By

Beth Batastini

Ann Marie Oberstein
Diana Riker

Al & Diana Greene

Joanne Zamos

The Dubel Family
George & Barbara Wink
The Elwell Family

Laura Aroune
Mary Ann Risley

Randy & Lori Parks
Alan & Paula Mantz
Patricia Taggart

Walter Kiechel

Bill & Sue Habermann

Catherine Caggiano
Rachel Heath Wallace

Bernita Wempa

The Tregallas Family
The Wiebel Family
The Piccolo Family
The Streeter Family

Sue & Evelyn Polcer
Laura Booker

Janet Jenkins

In Memory of
Loved Ones

Annie & John Svenda

Loved Ones

Liz, Arnie, Ken, and Aiko

Edgar & Dorothy Davis,

Allan & Geraldine Cooper, John Zamos,

Jo Ellen Zamos, Jim & Frances Zamos, Suzanne Zamos
Samuel & Elizabeth Dubel, Thomas Fogge

Carol Wink and Nicholas Cardascia

Arthur & Douglas Elwell

Judith & Daniel Royce, Theresa Aroune

Don Risley, Mildred & Charles Edmond,

Beverly Boyce, Anne & George Risley

Laura & Louis Parks

Loved Ones

Bill Taggart

Genie Dunstan

Ellen Keba, Linda Ciocki, Nancy Snook

Angelo Caggiano

Thomas J. Heath,

The Heath-Wallace and Fitzgerald Families

Norine Bellisano

Randy Pittenger, Madalyne Tregallas

Anthony & Antoinette Rando

Loved Ones

Bill & Edith Keck, Bernard & Doris Munson,

Fran & Jerry Castle, Gene & Margaret Streeter

Tony Polcer, Maureen Weston, Doug Mathewson
Loved Ones

Rev. Dr. Charles Jenkins, Richard Dau, Craig Adams,
Gerry McGinnity, Lorraine Ernst, Mary K and James Paisley,

and all relatives who have gone before us
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Risen

Jan Richardson

If you are looking
for a blessing,
do not linger

here.

Here
is only
emptiness,
a hollow,
a husk
where a blessing

used to be.

This blessing
was not content
in its confinement.
It could not abide
its isolation,
the unrelenting silence,

the pressing stench

of death.

So if it is

a blessing

you seek,
open your own

mouth.

Fill your lungs
with the air
this new
morning brings
and then
release it

with a cry.

Hear how the blessing
breaks forth
in your own voice,
how your own lips
form every word
you never dreamed

to say.

See how the blessing
circles back again,
wanting you to
repeat it,
but louder,
how it draws you,
pulls you,
sends you
to proclaim

its only word:

Risen.
Risen.

Risen.
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