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CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, NEWTON  
The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

February 1, 2026                                                                                        8:00 & 10:00 am 
 

*omitted at 8:00 am 
 

As we prepare our hearts and minds for worship, please keep conversations to a minimum. 
 
*Prelude                                                Simple Gifts                    arr. Rudy Davenport 
         
*Hymn in Procession #542       Christ is the world’s true light St. Joan 
 
Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
Celebrant          Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

A Song of Praise: Canticle 13             Glory to God    8 am: spoken; 10 am: Hymnal # S236    
Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; you are worthy of praise; glory to you. 
Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name;  

we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; on the throne of your majesty, glory to you. 
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim;  

we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
Glory to you, beholding the depths; in the high vault of heaven, glory to you. 
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit;  

we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
 
The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you.   
Celebrant Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in 
heaven and on earth: Mercifully hear the supplications of your people, and in our time 
grant us your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The First Lesson                                                 Micah 6:1-8                                         
Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear 
your voice. Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, and you enduring 
foundations of the earth; for the LORD has a controversy with his people, and he will 
contend with Israel. “O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? 
Answer me! For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the 
house of slavery; and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my people,  
remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the  
LORD.” “With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings, with calves a year old? Will the LORD be 
pleased with thousands of rams, with tens of thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my 
firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” He has told 
you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and 
to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 15                                       8 am: spoken; 10 am: led by choir 
 
 
 
 
 
1  Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? * 
  who may abide upon your holy hill? 
2  Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, * 
  who speaks the truth from his heart.    [ANTIPHON] 
3  There is no guile upon his tongue; he does no evil to his friend; * 
  he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor. 
4  In his sight the wicked is rejected, * 
  but he honors those who fear the Lord.   [ANTIPHON] 
5  He has sworn to do no wrong * 
  and does not take back his word. 
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6  He does not give his money in hope of gain, * 
  nor does he take a bribe against the innocent.  [ANTIPHON] 
7  Whoever does these things * 
  shall never be overthrown.           [ANTIPHON] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Second Lesson                                        1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” Where is the one who is wise? Where 
is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of 
the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, 
God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For 
Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a 
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God's foolishness 
is wiser than human wisdom, and God's weakness is stronger than human strength. 
Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human 
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is 
foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to 
nothing things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is the 
source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and 
righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is written, “Let the 
one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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*Sequence Hymn #656                Blest are the pure in heart Franconia 
 
*The Gospel Acclamation 
 

 

 
 

 

Verse             Rejoice and be glad, * for your reward is great in heaven. 
    
Clergy The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Holy Gospel                             Matthew 5:1-12 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples 
came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: “Blessed are the poor in 
spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be 
comforted. “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. “Blessed are those who 
hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. “Blessed are the merciful, for 
they will receive mercy. “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. “Blessed are 
the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. “Blessed are those who are 
persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. “Blessed are you 
when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on 
my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way 
they persecuted the prophets who were before you." 
 
Clergy  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon                             The Rev. Chris Streeter 
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The Nicene Creed Please stand. 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken 
through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People                                                            Please stand or kneel  
Filled with the power of the Holy Spirit, let us offer prayers for the church and the world. 
A brief silence 
 
Radiant God, shine on your church and shower us with the gift of grace, so that we may 
bring to all peoples the good news of the boundless riches of Christ. 
God of light, show us your glory and hear us. 
 
Radiant God, kindle in the hearts of world leaders a desire for justice and righteousness, so 
that they may defend the cause of the poor and seek economic prosperity for all. 
God of light, show us your glory and hear us. 
 
We pray for those who labor in the night. We give thanks for the work of all caregivers, 
health care professionals, fire fighters, police officers, emergency dispatchers, snow-plough 
drivers, and all who serve while we sleep. Let us never forget that our common life together 
is built on the service of others. 
God of light, show us your glory and hear us. 
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Radiant God, through the revelation of your Son we stand before you without fear and lift 
up to you all in need. 

The names of those for whom prayers are intended may be offered aloud or silently. 
 
We ask you to hear the prayers we offer in Jesus’ name, including those listed on our 
prayer list, and answer them in your good way, according to your steadfast love. 
God of light, show us your glory and hear us. 
 
We pray to you for those we love, but see no longer. Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
God of light, show us your glory and hear us. 
 
The Celebrant may add a concluding prayer. 
 
 
The Confession of Sin & Absolution 
Celebrant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
A period of silence is kept, ended by the Celebrant. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry 
and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
Name. Amen. 
 
 
The Peace 
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 
 
Welcome & Announcements  The Rev. Chris Streeter 
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 To make a donation or to pay your pledge online, 
 please visit www.christchurchnewton.org 
 and click on the “Make a Contribution” tab. 
 

 Scan the QR Code with your phone  
 and you will be directed to our online giving portal. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
*Offertory Anthem                               At the River Aaron Copland 
 

Shall we gather by the river 
Where bright angel’s feet have trod 
With its crystal tide forever 
Flowing by the throne of God? 
 
Yes, we’ll gather by the river 
The beautiful, the beautiful river 
Gather with the saints by the river 
That flows by the throne of God 

Soon we’ll reach the shining river 
Soon our pilgrimage will cease 
Soon our happy hearts will quiver 
With the melody of peace 
 
Yes, we’ll gather by the river 
The beautiful, the beautiful river 
Gather with the saints by the river 
That flows by the throne of God 

 
*The Doxology                                 Hymnal #380, vs 3  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise him all creatures here below.  
Praise him above, ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
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The Holy Communion 
Eucharistic Prayer C 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Celebrant continues 
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 
 
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, 
suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
By your will they were created and have their being. 
 
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, 
reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and 
betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another. 
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
 
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your 
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to 
fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 
By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed. 
 
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, 
and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to 
proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:  
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Sanctus and Benedictus                    S-129  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  
 
Celebrant And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new 
people by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your 
Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it 
to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.”  
 
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is 
my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of 
thanksgiving, 
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 
 
Lord God of our ancestors; God of Abraham, Sarah and Hagar; God of Isaac and Rebecca; 
God of Jacob, Rachael and Leah; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes 
to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of 
coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for 
renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, 
that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
 
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from 
generation to generation.  
AMEN. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
The Fraction 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 
 
Celebrant  
 
People   
 
 
 

All are welcome at God’s Table 
Please come forward, at the direction of the ushers. The bread is received in the open palm. Gluten-
free wafers are available by asking the priest. The wine, if desired, may be taken from the common 
cup by drinking (placing your hand gently on the base of the chalice to guide it). If you do not wish to 
receive communion, you may cross your arms over your chest and receive a blessing from the priest.          
 
 

*Communion           Arioso – The Lord will Bless His People with Peace Douglas Wagner   
 

*Communion Hymn #333     Now the silence        Now 
 
Thanksgiving after Communion Please stand or kneel. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
People  Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in 
the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant 
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
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*Closing Hymn #438        Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord!  Woodlands 
 
The Dismissal  
Clergy  Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.    
     Alleluia. Alleluia. 
People  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
*The Voluntary                        Tell Out My Soul arr. Paul Manz 
 

 

Simple Gifts ©2005 MorningStar 
A Spotless Rose ©2017 Choristers Guild  

Here O My Lord ©2024 MorningStar 
        Thy Strong Word ©1990 MorningStar 

*Music reprinted & livestreamed/podcast with permission under One License #A-139101.   
All rights reserved.  Hymn and service music reprint permission by Rite Song, a reprint license for congregational use. 

 
 
 
 
 

Serving in God’s House Today 
8:00 am 
Lector: Walter Thies 
L.E.M.: Andy VanOrden 
Ushers: Mark Dubel 
  

 
10:00 am 
Crucifer: Josh Szelesta 
Lectors: Cecelia Clayton, Tim Evans, 
Randy Kurie 
L.E.M.: Beth Batastini 
Ushers: John Jaqueth & Diana Riker 

 

 
 
 
 
Joining us in worship & fellowship on January 25, 2026  
8:00 am: 0   10:00 am: 0 
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Christ Church Prayer List 
For those who are ill: John, Amy, Linda, Joyce, Laura, Adam, Ryan, Lindsay, Ellie, Herder, 
Edgar and Chandler 
 
For those serving in the armed forces: Parker, Dean, Michael, Angel and Nicholas.  
 
We rejoice with… Stephen DeBuc, Scott Mello, Jack Ciccolella, Lewis Beatty, Maci 
Nannery, Noah Maruska, Joe David and all who are celebrating their birthdays this week.  
 
Please contact Karrie Miller in the church office to have names added or removed from our prayer list. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Announcements & Events 
 
 
 
 Monthly Parish Breakfast 
 Next Sunday, February 8
 Beginning at 8:45 am 
 
 
 

Our next monthly parish breakfast will be held  
next Sunday, February 8 between services, beginning at 8:45 am.  

 
Plan to join us for this time of delicious food and fellowship. 
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Annual Meeting of the Parish 
Sunday, February 15 
9:00 am in Holley Hall 
 
Join us for the annual meeting of the parish as we 
reflect on the year that has past and look with joy to 
the possibilities God has in store for us in 2026! The 
meeting will be called to order at 9:00 am in Holley 
Hall. All are welcome (and encouraged!) to attend. 
 
Thank you to those who have offered to stand for 
election to parish leadership this year: 

 
Warden (two-year term)  
MaryAnn Risley (3rd Term)    
 
Vestry (three-year term)   Vestry (one-year term) 

 Cecelia Clayton (1st Term)   Mark Dubel 
 Sarah Jaqueth (2nd Term) 
 Mike Ragsdale (1st Term) 
 Diana Riker (1st Term) 
 Danise Tellefsen (2nd Term) 
 

Convention Delegates    Alternate Delegates 
Mark Hoyer     Geri Livengood 
Nick Orichio     MaryAnn Risley 
Luz Quintero 

 
Annual Reports 
Due Tomorrow: Monday, February 2 
 
If you are responsible for an annual report, please submit it to 
Karrie in the church office by tomorrow. 
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Christ Church Leadership 
 
The Rt. Rev. Carlye J. Hughes, 11th Bishop of Newark 
 
The Rev. Christopher M. Streeter, Rector                  cstreeter@christchurchnewton.org 
                                                                                   585-730-0904: pastoral emergencies 
Geri Livengood & Mary Ann Risley, Wardens 
 
Karrie Miller, Parish Administrator                                              Luz Quintero, Sexton  
 
Joseph Mello, Director of Music/Choirmaster                         Diana Greene, Organist  
 
Deborah Mello, Youth Choir The Rev. Jenny Streeter, Christian Formation                                   
 
Sue Mittelstadt, Children’s Ministry  Alex Zander, Altar Guild          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Staff can be contacted through the Parish Office: 
62 Main Street, Newton, NJ 07860 

Phone: (973) 383-2245 
Email: office@christchurchnewton.org 

 


