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The First Sunday of Advent / November 27, 2022
Communion Service in E♭

The Ordinary of the Mass

Piano Prelude: Prelude in b minor, WTC Bk. 2

Merritt Ierley

-J.S. Bach
-arr. Mark Hayes

Watchman, Tell Us of the Night
[Bells are sounded. The congregation remains seated.]

Celebrant:

Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is
coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what
part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and
would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.
(Matthew 24:42-44)

Introit: The Advent Candle [The lighting of the Advent Candle]
Today we are lighting a candle
A candle to burn until
You come to bring light to darkness
And warm us with good will

Bob Chilcott
Today in the sky there's a star
We've never seen before
A star to lighten our darkness
And bring us to your door

Today there's a window inside us
A window you'll open wide
We are lighting a candle to guide us
soon we'll be by your side
We are lighting a candle to guide us
soon we'll be by your side

℣. The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and unto
the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all.
℟. Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.

Processional Hymn 57: Lo! he comes with clouds descending [all standing]
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Helmsley

Celebrant:
People:

Blessed are you, holy and living One.
You come to your people and set them free.

Kyrie eleison [in Greek]

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant:
God be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Celebrant:
Let us pray.
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light,
now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great
humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the
living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lesson: Isaiah 2:1-5
In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the
mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples
shall come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of
Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.’ For out of Zion shall go
forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their
spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn
war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!
People: Thanks be to God.
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Gradual Psalm 122

Now our feet are standing * within your gates, O Jerusalem.
Jerusalem is built as a city * that is at unity with itself;
To which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, *
the assembly of Israel, to praise the Name of the Lord

[ANTIPHON]

For there are the thrones of judgment, * the thrones of the house of David.
Pray of the peace of Jerusalem: * “May they prosper who love you.
Peace be within your walls * and quietness within your towers.

[ANTIPHON]

Peace be within your walls * and quietness within your towers.
For my brethren and companions’ sake, * I pray for your prosperity.
Because of the house of the Lord our God, * I will seek to do you good.

[ANTIPHON]

The Epistle: Romans 13:11-14
You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is
nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us
then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the
day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and
jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its
desires.
Sequence Hymn 61: “Sleepers, wake!” A voice astounds us
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Wachet auf
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THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Cantor: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
All: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
Cantor: Show us your mercy, O Lord, * and grant us your salvation.
All: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
Priest:

The Holy Gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ, according to Matthew. People: Thanks be to God.

THE HOLY GOSPEL: St. Matthew 24:36-44

Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so
will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the
ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will
be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and
one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one
will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is
coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the
night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his
house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming
at an unexpected hour.”
Priest:

The Gospel of the Lord.

People:

The Sermon

Praise be the you, Lord Christ.

The Rev. Timothy Mulder, Interim Rector

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen
and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People
In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy."
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For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found without fault
at the day of your coming, we pray to you, O Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.
For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, for Carley our own Bishop, for Julio, Bishop of Panama and
Archbishop of Central America and for all bishops and other ministers, and for all the holy
people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.
For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease, and that all
may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord.
For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to the ends of
the earth, we pray to you, O Lord.
For those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost their faith, that they may receive
the light of the Gospel, we pray to you, O Lord.
For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among nations
and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.
For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote the dignity and
freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.
For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord. For a blessing upon all
human labor, and for the right use of the riches of creation, that the world may be freed from
poverty, famine, and disaster, we pray to you, O Lord.
For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for
refugees, prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may
be relieved and protected, we pray to you, O Lord.
For this congregation, for those who are present, and for those who are absent, that we may be
delivered from hardness of heart, and show forth your glory in all that we do, we pray to you, O
Lord. For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have injured or
offended, we pray to you, O Lord.
For ourselves; for the forgiveness of our sins, and for the grace of the Holy Spirit to amend our
lives, we pray to you, O Lord.
For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families, friends, and
neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and health, we pray to
you, O Lord.
For all who have died in the communion of your Church, especially Don, and those whose faith
is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place where there is
no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.
I ask your prayers for our parish in this time of discernment.
O Giver of every good gift: Look graciously upon your church in this place, and so guide us to grow
in commitment and service to you, to one another and to this world, that we may call a faithful
priest to join us in the ministry of this parish.

Rejoicing in the fellowship of the ever-blessed Virgin Mary, and all the saints, let us commend
ourselves, and one another, and all our life to Christ our God. People: To you, O Lord our God.
For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, now and for ever.
Amen.
Celebrant:

Silence
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The Confession of Sin
The Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins to God.
Silence may be kept.
Priest and People

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your
love and serve only your will. Amen.
The Absolution
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.
Priest:

The Peace
Celebrant
People :

The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

THE HOLY COMMUNION

The Offertory: O thou the central orb

Charles Wood

O Thou, the central orb of righteous love,
Pure beam of the most High, eternal Light
Of this our wintry world, Thy radiance bright
Awakes new joy in faith, hope soars above.

(1866-1926)

Of God's ordaining counsel, as Thy sight
Gives measured grace to each, Thy power to prove.
Let Thy bright beams disperse the gloom of sin,
Our nature all shall feel eternal day
In fellowship with thee, transforming day
To souls erewhile unclean, now pure within. Amen.

Come, quickly come, and let thy glory shine,
Gilding our darksome heaven with rays Divine.
Thy saints with holy lustre round Thee move,
As stars about thy throne, set in the height

- Henry Bramley Ramsden (1833-1917)
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The Presentation of the Gifts

A – men.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Sursum corda

It is right

to give our thanks and praise.

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before time
you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being:
sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing.
You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and
wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. Time and
again you called us to live in the fullness of your love.
And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity,
lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing:
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Sanctus and Benedictus

The People kneel as the Celebrant continues

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and
death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant,
that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, he loved us.
He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor.
He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then,
the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to
you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you,
gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me.”
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen,
who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living
sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.
Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for
the world you have made. In the fullness of time bring us,
with all your saints, from every tribe, language, people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared
from the foundation of the world.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory,
and praise,for ever and
ev - er. A - MEN.
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Celebrant:

Celebrant and People:

\
Celebrant:

God of promise, you have prepared a banquet for us.

People:

Happy are those who are called to the Supper of the Lamb.

The Invitation to Communion
Agnus Dei
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Communion: Once He Came in Blessing – arr. Wilbur Held
Communion Hymn 11 (omit *): Awake my soul

Morning Hymn

Celebrant and people

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation; you have united
us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on
earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to
the world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

The Blessing
Holy eternal Majesty,
Holy incarnate Word,
Holy abiding Spirit,
Bless you for evermore.

Amen.
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Closing Hymn 73: The King shall come when morning dawns
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St. Stephen

The people kneel

Orison: Day by Day

Harold W. Friedell
Day by day, dear Lord of Thee three things I pray:
to see thee more clearly, love thee more dearly,
follow thee more nearly, day by day.

The Dismissal
Celebrant:

Go in Peace to Love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia!

People:

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!

Voluntary: Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying

-John Ferguson

For OneNote: Watchman, Tell Us of the Night -arr. Mark Hayes, Lorenz Corporation, 2010 (in Advent: Piano Meditations
on the Coming of the Messiah) Once He Came in Blessing – arr. Wilbur Held, Birnamwood Pub (MorningStar), 1997 (in
Four Advent Hymn Preludes, Set. 1)Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying-John Ferguson, MorningStar Pub., 1995 (in An
Advent Triptych The Eucharistic Canon and music is taken from Enriching Our Worship 1 ©1998 Church Publishing, Inc.;
Communion Service in E♭ ©2022, self-published by the composer; O Thou the central orb ©1933 Oxford University
Press. *Music reprinted & livestreamed/podcast with permission under One License #A-139101. All rights
reserved. Hymn and service music reprint permission by Rite Song, a reprint license for congregational use.
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CHRIST CHURCH NOTES:
Crucifer:
Lector:
L.E.M.:
Ushers:

Brian Szelesta
Walter Thies
Matt Genung
George & Barbara Wink

We ask your prayers…
For those who are ill: Frank, Karen, Larry, Jennifer, Linda, Kevin, Rick Jr., Valarie, Val, Rich,
Carolyne, Marie, Bruce, Cecelia, Jesse, Gerry, David, Adrianne, Jeanette, Derek, Kathy, Jack,
Mary, Rebecca, Mike, Frank, Ed, Eugene, Darlene, Lorraine, Thomas, Jesse, Margaret, Sydney,
Enzo, Dennis, Daniel and Celvy.
For those serving in the armed forces: Parker and Nicholas. For those with child: Alyssa and
Sam.
The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God by MaryAnn Risley in loving memory Don Risley
We rejoice with… Ellari Hillard, Allison Mello, Luz Quintero, Jenna Halkyard, Sean Parks, Kathi
Hoffman, Kate Reilly, Julia Charlton and all who are celebrating their birthdays this week.
Also with Mark & Kathy Hoyer on their anniversary.

CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH STAFF
The Reverend Timothy Mulder
Karrie Miller
Luz Quintero
Joseph Mello
Diana Greene
Deborah Mello
Sue Mittelstadt
Beth Batastini, BSN, RN-BC

Interim Rector
Parish Administrator
Sexton
Director of Music / Choirmaster
Organist
Youth Choir
Children’s Ministries
Faith Community Nurse

Staff can be contacted through the Parish Office:
62 Main Street Newton, NJ 07860
Phone: (973) 383-2245
Email: christchurch1@ptd.net
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