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CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, NEWTON  
The First Sunday of Advent 

November 30, 2025                                                                                    8:00 & 10:00 am 
 

*omitted at 8:00 am 
 

*Prelude                            Wake, Awake for Night is Flying       J.S. Bach/ arr. Reginald Gerig 
                 
*Hymn in Procession #57    Lo! He comes, with clouds descending                        Helmsley 
 
Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
Celebrant          Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Trisagion                            8 am (said three times)               
Celebrant Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One,  
People Have mercy upon us   

10 am: S-100 
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The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you.   
Celebrant Let us pray.  
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of 
light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus  Christ came to visit us in 
great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to 
judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The First Lesson                                                   Isaiah 2:1-5                                     
he word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.  In days to come 
the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall 
come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God 
of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.’ For out of Zion 
shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. He shall judge 
between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into 
ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the 
light of the LORD! 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 122     8 am: said responsively; 10 am: led by the choir 

 
 
1  I was glad when they said to me, * 
  “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 
2  Now our feet are standing * 
  within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
3  Jerusalem is built as a city * 
  that is at unity with itself; 
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4  To which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, * 
  the assembly of Israel, to praise the Name of the LORD.   [ANTIPHON] 
5  For there are the thrones of judgment, * 
  the thrones of the house of David. 
6  Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: * 
  "May they prosper who love you. 
7  Peace be within your walls * 
  and quietness within your towers.                                         [ANTIPHON] 
8  For my brethren and companions' sake, * 
  I pray for your prosperity. 
9  Because of the house of the LORD our God, * 
  I will seek to do you good."                                                    [ANTIPHON] 
 
The Second Lesson                         Romans 13:11-14 
You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For 
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day 
is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live 
honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and 
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
*Sequence Hymn #61      “Sleepers, wake!” A voice astounds us Wachet auf 

*The Gospel Acclamation 

 
Verse                Show us your mercy, O Lord, * and grant us your salvation. 
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Clergy The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Holy Gospel                         Matthew 24:36-44  
Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels 
of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they 
knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of 
the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two 
women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake 
therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if 
the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he 
would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you 
also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 
 

Clergy  The Gospel of the Lord.  
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon                              The Rev. Chris Streeter 
 

The Nicene Creed Please stand. 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken 
through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People                                                            Please stand or kneel  
Let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all people according to their needs. 
A brief silence 
 

We pray for the church, that as the advent candles glow more brightly, our hearts may be 
awakened to see the presence of Jesus Christ in our midst. 
God of hope, hear our prayer. 
 

Grant that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart, that barriers 
which divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions 
being healed, we may live in justice and peace. 
God of hope, hear our prayer. 
 

We ask your blessing upon our Christ Church family. May we continue to be a sign of your 
loving presence and hope, even when hope seems in vain.  Keep us mindful and responsive 
to the community beyond these walls and give us strength to serve all your people. We 
rejoice with those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this week. 
God of hope, hear our prayer. 
 
Healing God, we pray for all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, because of illness,  
troubles or addictions, and all whose struggles are known to you alone. Guard them  
with your healing presence, and restore them to health and wholeness in your good  
time and way.   
God of hope, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for all who have died, including Barbara Phalen, in whose memory the flowers are 
given this morning, and all those whom we love, but see no longer. Grant to the departed 
eternal rest. Let light perpetual shine upon them and grant them peace. 
God of hope, hear our prayer. 
 

The Celebrant adds a concluding prayer 
O God our Maker, you have put a restlessness in our souls and a thirst for a deeper 
knowledge of you in our hearts. Turn us now in the right direction. Give us the grace to 
realize that there are no easy answers to our questions and no shortcuts to our goals. As we 
move toward Christmas, help us to search our own lives, that we may be ready to receive 
the new life that is coming into the world.  Amen.    
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The Confession of Sin & Absolution 
Celebrant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
A period of silence is kept, ended by the Celebrant. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry 
and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
Name. Amen. 
 
The Peace 
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 
Welcome & Announcements  The Rev. Chris Streeter 
                  

                  

 To make a donation or to pay your pledge online,  
 please visit www.christchurchnewton.org 
 and click on the “Make a Contribution” tab. 
 
 Scan the QR Code with your phone  
 and you will be directed to our online giving portal. 
 
 

 

*Offertory Anthem            O Jesus, Grant Me Hope and Comfort Johann W. Franck     
         
O Jesus, grant me hope and comfort; 
O let me ne’er in sorrow pine.  
My heart, my soul, yea, all my being,  
O Jesus trust alone in Thee.  
Thou Prince of Peace, Thou Pearl from heaven,  
True God, true Man, My Morning Star.  
O come, Thou precious Sun most radiant,  
Thy beams illumine my heart, my soul. 
 
 

O Jesus, with Thy advent quiet  
my restless soul and anxious mind.  
In true humility I welcome Thee, 
 Jesus Christ, my Joy divine.  
My thoughts, desires, and all my longing,  
I dedicate, O Christ, to Thee.  
O come, Thou precious Sun most radiant,  
Thy beams illumine my heart, my soul. 

-  
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*The Doxology                                       
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

The Holy Communion  
Eucharistic Prayer B 
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Celebrant   It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent your 
beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting 
life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may 
without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.  
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
   
Sanctus and Benedictus                   8 am: spoken; 10 am: S-124  

 

 

 
 
Celebrant We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken 
through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these 
last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and 
Redeemer of the world.   
 
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.   
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of 
death into life.   
 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:  This is 
my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
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Celebrant  And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.  
 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.  Unite us to your 
Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy 
Spirit.   
 
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your 
sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head 
of the Church, and the author of our salvation  
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for    
      ev  -   er.    A - MEN. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever.  Amen. 
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The Fraction 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 
 
Agnus Dei              8 am: spoken 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace.   

10 am: S-161 

 

 

 

 
 

All are welcome at God’s Table 
Please come forward, at the direction of the ushers. The bread is received in the open palm. Gluten-
free wafers are available by asking the priest. The wine, if desired, may be taken from the common 
cup by drinking (placing your hand gently on the base of the chalice to guide it). If you do not wish to 
receive communion, you may cross your arms over your chest and receive a blessing from the priest. 
 
*Communion                    Creator of the Stars of Night / Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
 arr. Michael Larkin   
                            
*Communion Hymn #53   Once he came in blessing Gottes Sohn is kommen 
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*Communion Anthem                    Light One Candle Natalie Sleeth 
Junior Choir 

Light one candle for hope,    Light one candle for joy! 
One bright candle for hope,   One bright candle for joy!  
He brings hope to every heart,    Ev’ry nation will find salvation 
He comes, He comes!          in Bethlehem’s baby boy. 

 
Light one candle for peace,    Light one candle for love! 
One bright candle for peace,            One bright candle for love!  
He brings peace to every heart,    He brings love to every heart, 
He comes, He comes!    He comes, He comes! 

 
Thanksgiving after Communion Please stand or kneel. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
People  Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in 
the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant 
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
 
*Closing Hymn #73       The King shall come when morning dawns.                    St. Stephen 

The Dismissal 
Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
People       Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.  
      
*The Voluntary                        Gottes Sohn ist kommen                                    Johann Walther 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Wake, Awake for Night is Flying @1959, Hope Pub. Co 
  Creator of the Stars of Night / Of the Father’s Love Begotten @ 2008, Birnamwood Pub. (MorningStar) 

    **Music reprinted & livestreamed/podcast with permission under One License #A-139101. 
All rights reserved. 

Hymn and service music reprint permission by Rite Song, a reprint license for congregational use.   
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Serving in God’s House Today 
8:00 am 
Lector: Walter Kiechel 
L.E.M.: Mitch Hillard 
Ushers: Mark Dubel 
Altar Guild:  Altar Guild Team 

10:00 am 
Crucifer: Brad Hodgins 
Lectors: Geri Livengood, Lori Parks, 
Cecelia Clayton 
L.E.M.: Mark Hoyer 
Ushers: Mike & Denise Streeter 

 
Lector: Debbie Mello 
L.E.M.: Matt Genung 
Ushers: Mike & Denise Streeter 

 
Joining us in worship & fellowship on November 23, 2025   
8:00 am:    10:00 am:  
 
 
Christ Church Prayer List 
For those who are ill:   Fred, Jennifer, Gizelle, Carolyne, Madeline, Gloria, Lorraine, 
Mark, Phyllis, Michael, Antoinette, Jackie, Carole, Linda, Michael Patrick, Charlie, Derek, 
Guy, Ryan, Tricia, Lauren, Tony, Sam, Marie, Antonia, Michelle, Ronnie, Colleen, 
Frances, Jenna, Deena, Dale, Karen, Becky, Laura, Ed, Brenda, Alex, Becky, Amy, Elaine, 
Judi, Jason, Todd, Sharon, Reid Family, Lou, Gabbie, Susan, Marlene, Ed, Trina, Barbara, 
Albert, Jane, Daryl, Jane, Judi, Debbie, Jeffrey, Amy, Alyssa, Katie, Laura, Janet, Stevie, 
Mookie, Emilie, Andy, Joyce, Lorraine, Tammy, Ann, Liz, Roberto, Ovidro, Aceneth, 
Louise, Mike, Art, Ray, Madeline, Sharon, Nadine, Mark, Michele, Ann, Eva, Jenny, Brian, 
John, Oscar and Marie 
For those serving in the armed forces: Dean, Michael, Jonathan, Rich, Zach and Angel. 
 
We rejoice with… Sean Parks, Tim Evans, Kathi Hoffman, Katie Reilly, Julia Charlton, 
Josh Szelstra, Evelyn Polcer, Luz Quintero and all who are celebrating their birthdays this 
week.    

 
 

The Altar Flowers are given by Danise Tellefsen to the Glory of God  
and in loving memory of Barbara Phalen. 
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Poem for Advent       
 

If we fill our lives with things, 
and again with things, 

if we must fill every moment of our lives with action, 
when will we have the time 

to make the long slow journey across the desert 
as did the Magi? 

Or sit and watch the stars 
as did the Shepherds? 

Or brood over the coming of the child 
as did Mary? 

For each of us, there is a desert to travel, 
a star to discover, 

and a being within ourselves to bring to life. 
Michael Podesta 
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Service of Lessons & Carols – Sunday, December 21 at 7:00 pm 

 
Mark your calendars now for our 
annual service of Lessons and 
Carols. This powerful liturgy 
includes nine Bible stories 
interspersed with Christmas carols 
which depict the fall of humanity, 
the promise of the Messiah and 
the birth of Jesus. It features our 
own Senior and Youth Choirs, 
accompanied by organ and 
orchestra.  

 
This is a perfect service to invite friends, family and neighbors to attend with you!  
 

 
 
 
Christmas Services at Christ Church 
 
Wednesday, December 24: Christmas Eve 
4:00 pm: Family Christmas Service 
This shorter service features the Christmas story 
told by our Sunday School students and is the 
perfect service for families. 
 

8:00: Festive Choral Eucharist 
This is our traditional Christmas Eve service. 
Come at 7:30 to join in our Carol Sing!   
 

 
Wednesday, December 25: The Feast of the Incarnation 
9:00 am: Christmas Day Holy Eucharist 
This quieter service celebrates the day of Christ’s birth,  
a perfect way to spend part of your Christmas morning. 
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Christ Church Leadership 
 
The Rt. Rev. Carlye J. Hughes, 11th Bishop of Newark 
 
The Rev. Christopher M. Streeter, Rector                  cstreeter@christchurchnewton.org 
                                                                                   585-730-0904: pastoral emergencies 
Geri Livengood & Mary Ann Risley, Wardens 
 
Karrie Miller, Parish Administrator                                              Luz Quintero, Sexton  
 
Joseph Mello, Director of Music/Choirmaster                         Diana Greene, Organist  
 
Deborah Mello, Youth Choir The Rev. Jenny Streeter, Christian Formation                                   
 
Sue Mittelstadt, Children’s Ministry  Alex Zander, Altar Guild          
 

 


