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CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, NEWTON  
The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

May 3, 2026                                                                                                8:00 & 10:00 am 
*omitted at 8:00 am 

 

As we prepare our hearts and minds for worship, please keep conversations to a minimal. 
 

*Prelude       Variations on Foundation            Charles Callahan                
 

*Hymn in Procession #51        We the Lord’s people                 Decatur Place 
 

Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Celebrant        Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Gloria    8 am: spoken; 10 am: Hymnal # S-278    
Glory to God in the highest and peace to his people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, Almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God. 
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us; 
 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.                                                                                                           
 

The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you.   
Celebrant Let us pray. Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us 
so perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we 
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may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ 
our Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen.  
The First Lesson                                                                   Acts 7:55-60 
Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son 
of Man standing at the right hand of God!” But they covered their ears, and with a loud 
shout all rushed together against him. Then they dragged him out of the city and began to 
stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. While 
they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down 
and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said 
this, he died. 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16        8 am: said responsively; 10 am: led by the choir 
 
 
 
 

 

1 To you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; * 
  deliver me in your righteousness. 
2 Incline your ear to me; * 
  make haste to deliver me.     [ANTIPHON] 
3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe,  

for you are my crag and my stronghold; * 
  for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me. 
4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, * 
  for you are my tower of strength.    [ANTIPHON] 
5 Into your hands I commend my spirit, * 
  for you have redeemed me, O Lord, O God of truth. 
15 My times are in your hand; * 

 rescue me from the hand of my enemies,  
  and from those who persecute me. 
16 Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 
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  and in your loving-kindness same me.   [ANTIPHON] 
 
 
The Second Lesson                    1 Peter 2:2-10 
Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation – if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. Come to him, a living stone, 
though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and like living stones, 
let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: “See, I am 
laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him 
will not be put to shame.” To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do 
not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner”, 
And “A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble 
because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. But you are a chosen race, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were 
not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now 
you have received mercy. 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 

*Sequence Hymn #457             Thou art the Way                        St. James 
 
*The Gospel Acclamation 
 

 
 

Verse      Believe me that I am in the Father * and the Father is in me. 
 

Clergy The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Holy Gospel   John 14:1-14 
Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my 
Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that 
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I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where 
you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, 
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will 
know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” Philip said to 
him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been 
with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen 
the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Very 
truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, 
will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you 
ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me 
for anything, I will do it.” 
 

Clergy  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon                                                                          The Rev. Chris Streeter, Rector 
 
The Nicene Creed Please stand. 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken 
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through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
The Prayers of the People                                                            Please stand or kneel 
Rejoicing in the Resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 
A brief silence 
 
O God, we give you thanks for raising Jesus Christ from the tomb, showing us that death is 
not the end. Help us to accept with joy the new life you give us. 
Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
We give you thanks for the splendor of this earth, the warmth of the sun and beauty which 
surrounds us on every side. We pray that you will give us wisdom and reverence so to enjoy 
and use the resources of nature, that no one may suffer our abuse of them.  Help us to be 
good stewards of your creation.  Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
We give you thanks for this community of faith in which questions, doubts, and 
differences of opinion are respected. So draw our hearts to you, so guide our minds, so fill 
our imaginations, so direct our wills, that we may be dedicated to you and strive for your 
will to be done on earth as it is in heaven. Risen Lord, hear our prayer.                   
 
Almighty God, we pray for the Church, this nation, the many places of political conflict 
and economic suffering in the world, and all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.  
We remember our troops stationed around the world and the inhabitants of all war-torn 
countries.   Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble, including those on our 
prayer list and all those whose struggles are known to you alone. We pray for nurses, 
physicians, therapists, caregivers and all who help provide healing and wholeness to others.  
May they find joy in their labors, that through their ministries your people might be 
strengthened and your creation glorified.   Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for all and those whom we love, but see no longer. We thank you for preparing a 
place for each of them. Let light perpetual shine upon them, O God. May their souls, and 
the souls of all the departed, rest in peace.  
Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 
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The Celebrant may add a concluding collect. 
 
 
The Peace 
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 
Welcome & Announcements     

 
 
 To make a donation or to pay your pledge online, 
 please visit www.christchurchnewton.org 
 and click on the “Make a Contribution” tab. 
 
 Scan the QR Code with your phone  
 and you will be directed to our online giving portal. 
 
   
 

*Offertory Anthem                              If Ye Love Me Philip Wilby 
 

If ye love me, keep my commandments, And I will pray the Father, And he shall give you another comforter, 
That he may abide with you for ever: Even the spirit of truth. And ye know him, for he dwelleth with you,  

And shall be in you. I will not leave you comfortless. I will come to you. 
 
*Doxology                                                                                                   Lasst uns Erfreuen  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise him, all creatures here below; Alleluia, Alleluia!  

Praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 
The Holy Communion 

Eucharistic Prayer B 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you.  
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
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People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to 
praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true 
Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world.  By his 
death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting 
life.  
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
Sanctus                       8 am: spoken; 10 am: Hymnal # S-128    
Celebrant & People Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth 
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

elebrant Celebrant We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have 
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For 
in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and 
Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to 
stand before you.  In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 
righteousness, out of death into life.  

 
 On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 

given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”   
 

 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.”  

 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,  
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People  We remember his death,  
We proclaim his resurrection,  
We await his coming in glory;  

Celebrant And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.  We pray you, gracious 
God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body 
of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we 
may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  

In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your 
sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head 
of the Church, and the author of our salvation. By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.   
People  AMEN. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
The Fraction 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 
 
Celebrant Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 
 
 

All are welcome at God’s Table 
Please come forward, at the direction of the ushers. The bread is received in the open palm. Gluten-
free wafers are available by asking the priest. The wine, if desired, may be taken from the common 
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cup by drinking (placing your hand gently on the base of the chalice to guide it). If you do not wish to 
receive communion, you may cross your arms over your chest and receive a blessing from the priest. 
 
 
*Communion                                          Grace            Thomas Keesecker                                

 
*Communion Anthem                  Lord Jesus Be Near Me Natalie Sleeth 

Junior Choir 
 

*Communion Hymn #487                 Come, My Way The Call 
 
Thanksgiving after Communion Please stand or kneel. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
People  Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in 
the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant 
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
 
*Closing Hymn #518             Christ is made the sure foundation Westminster Abbey               
 
The Dismissal  
Clergy  Let us go forth in the Name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
People  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
*The Voluntary                             Fuga in C, BWV 174           Dietrich Buxtehude            

 

 
 

**Music reprinted & livestreamed/podcast with permission under One License #A-139101.   
All rights reserved. Hymn and service music reprint permission by Rite Song, a reprint license for congregational use. 

 
Serving in God’s House Today 
 

8:00 am 
Lector: John Beasley 

10:00 am 
Crucifer: Josh Szelesta 
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L.E.M.: Andy Van Orden 
Usher: Mitch Hillard 

Lectors: Walter Thies, Maureen Slamer, 
Patricia Taggart 
L.E.M.: Pauline Josephs 
Ushers: George & Barbara Wink 

Christ Church Prayer List 
 
We offer our prayers for those who are ill, including:  

Aiden, Aiden, Alex, Ann, Art, Arya, Brad, Cano Family,  
Carl, Carolyne, Chandler, Chelsee, Chuck, Cindy,  

Craig, Daryl, Diana, Diana, Ed, Ed, Ed, Gail, George,  
Georgeann, Gizelle, Inga, Ishi, Jason, Jason, Jaysen,  

Jeffrey, Jennifer, Jennifer, Jim, Jim D., Jim W., Jimmy,  
Joe, Joey, John, Joyce, Laura, Lindsay, Lorraine,  

Lorraine, Lorraine, Lou, Lou, Louise, Lynn, Lynn,  
Madeline, Marie, Marsha, Mary, Mary, Mary Ellen,  

Mary K., Mike, Nadine, Richie, Ruth, Ryan,  
Sharon, Sharon S., Steve, Terry, Theresa, Thomas,  

Tricia, and Val. 
 
We offer our prayers for those serving in the armed forces, including:  

Angel, Dean, Jonathan,  
Michael, Robert. 

  
We rejoice with those celebrating birthdays this week, including: 

Erika Clavel, Janice Faraone, Kate Butler,  
Allan Greene, Corrine Simmons, Patrick Tummillo,  
Steve Shaw, Victor McLoughlin, John Rutherfurd,  

Chloe Smith, Jack Humbert, Jacob Brandt 
 
 

We want to be praying with you! 
 

Please contact the church office to have names added or removed from our prayer list,  
or to add a birthday or anniversary to our list.  

 
Please note: names will be retained for three months, unless otherwise requested. 
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Joining us in worship & fellowship on April 26, 2026   
8:00 am: 31   10:00 am: 115 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 
 

Christ Church Staff & Leadership  
 
The Rt. Rev. Carlye J. Hughes, 11th Bishop of Newark 
 
The Rev. Christopher M. Streeter, Rector                  cstreeter@christchurchnewton.org 
                                                                                   585-730-0904: pastoral emergencies 
 
The Rev. Dr. Patricia Lyons, Associate Priest The Rev. Candace Sandfort  
  & The Rev. Jeanette Hile, Assisting Clergy 
 
Geri Livengood & Mary Ann Risley, Wardens               Lisa Pachnos, Interim Admin. Asst.  
 
Joseph Mello, Director of Music/Choirmaster                         Diana Greene, Organist  
 
Deborah Mello, Youth Choir The Rev. Jenny Streeter, Director of Christian Formation                                   
 
Sue Mittelstadt, Children’s Ministry  Luz Quintero, Sexton 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



13 
 

Staff can be contacted through the Parish Office: 
62 Main Street, Newton, NJ 07860 

Phone: (973) 383-2245 
Email: office@christchurchnewton.org 

 


